A Warwickshire Parish Hedgerows Study

Witnessing the significant changes, in the number and condition of hedgerows, in a Parish
over a period of 40 years was the prompt that led to action.

The purpose of the study was to:

« Provide up to date information and data on the condition and number of native field
hedgerows in the Parish of Leek Wootton and Guys Cliffe.

e Increase awareness of these important local wildlife habitats.

« Promote discussions about their value and future.

Using a 1972 Ordnance Survey Map, 349 potential field hedges were identified in the Parish. A
total of 257 (73%) were surveyed over a period of two and a half years, 2022 to early 2025.

The information recorded for each hedge

An important factor in choosing how the hedges were to be surveyed and recorded was time. It
was felt more advantageous to complete a basic survey on as many hedges as possible rather
than a detailed examination of just a few.

The five following simple pieces of information were recorded for each hedge:

1. Its category i.e. is it a hedge, hedge and trees a line of trees or has it been removed?
2. Percentage of gaps as a total of the whole hedge.

3. Number of gaps greater than 5m.

4. Structure and management e.g. Trimmed, flailed, tall, untrimmed, coppiced, laid etc
5. Number of mature trees in the hedge.

Key findings

Over the last 50-year period, there has been a loss of one third of the Parish hedgerows. A
total of 91 of the 257 hedges surveyed.

20% of the 257 hedges are in poor condition, and without the help of a rejuvenation plan will
not survive much longer. Removed, defunct and poor hedges together make up 56% of
the hedges surveyed.

Only 24% of the Parish hedgerows are in good condition and 20% are tall/untrimmed.

A dense hedge with no gaps was A hedge which is thin, with many gaps
designated a good hedge. and evidence of frequent flailing was

designated a poor hedge.

For the full report visit the Parish website:
https://leekwoottonandguyscliffeparish.gov.uk/your-parish/lwgc-environment group



