Introduction

Hedges are more than just | ines y h
some sort of herbaceous growth m a
contain emergent trees. They m a n
ditches along one or both sidef} i d
margins, often referred to as ds,
managed differently from the a s e
di fferent components: maturel/ e er ,
base/ bank, ditch and margi ns, b ou
deciding how to manage a hedge

A Good Hedge for Hedgehogs

A good hedge fBEorri nhaecdeguesh)oeguss o(p e @

a thick base, a wide field marg t h
Field margins are where kHevwkddhongs forage foPegroeund verse
invertebrates. A wide field margin with many dfpeBek Wolgp
good vegetation structure helps to e at e h man i ffer
mi ciabitats favoured by inverteb- ; ef e
rough grassl and. :

Hedgehogs make use of a thick h

vegetation and plenty of twigagy i s
create suitable habitat for day hi
sites. They also build their ne Co
provided by bramble outgrowt hs

A good hedge ditch needs to pro ou
year Such ditches should have t h
steep or vertical sides, to all h o
mar gins of ditches provide wett y
snails that are the preferred di

A hedge that has no gaps and is connecte"bed\ﬁfethasﬂethsé‘_r‘tﬁB'd
patches of scrub, woodland or rough ground wi | PPaReH (Waold
to move freely through the | andscape. They avoid wide ope
ground, as this | eaves them more open to predati on.

Hedge Components used by Hedgehogs
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Hedge with bramble outgrowth
Phot o: Rob Wolton




Key Management Tips

i Keep hedges thick by cutting them, but only once every
years and no more than one thi SSS T - W far m
any one year, safety and accefs considerations excNygpti

i Avoid heavy grazing, to encodrage hedge base gr owth

i Rejuvenate hedges when they WBecome gappy at the basje,
keep them healthy, by |l aying frather than coppicing.

1 Encourage outgrowths of bramigle or field rose cl umpjs,
they provide excellent nestinfg places and are a goojd f
sour ce Clumps need not be vdgry big, a metre or so fqwid
sufficient.

i Manage ditches so they donot Qvelop steep sides yich
then trap hedgehogs.

T Join up missing |links in the | andscamedfy diltacmt 010t dbelve
specriiesh hedges. Photo: Rob W

i Mi ni mi se use of pesticides in the vicinity of field ma
crop headl ands, as this is where hedgehogs forage for
invertebrates on which to feed

i Provide escape ramps at <cattl e ﬁds on far ms, a)hey
be | et hal to hedgehogs

Ecology of the Hedgehog

The hedgehog is one of the most familiar British mammgl s.

solitary noatwmerldeaelr grhmundcats a wi e variety of

invertebrates, such as earthworms,] beetl es, caterpi rs,

snail s, carrThey aarde cfhri ¢tkessct ed by pines and have t

ability to curl into a tight ball to repel predator but

prey to badger s. Hedgehog numbersf are known to be er s

related to badger densities. Hedgehogs mainly inhabit jJwoo

edge, rough grassland and hedge habitat. They | ive vV e

and build their sleeping, breedingl and hibernati on ts

cover provided by twigs, | eaves anld other debris. Evidenc

hedgehogs being | ess abundant wherje the | andscape mat g§i x

f ewer hedges and | arger fields andfi research has shownjt ha

hedgehogs rarely venture far into rable fields Theyd can

bet we-4km2at night hunting for food

Hedgehogs can be found al most everywhere IHeg%eﬁho§rllleg¢1ri

except some of the Scottish | sl ands. ave

Hedgehogs are protected under Section 6 of the Wildlife &

Ma mmal s Protection Act 1996. They are recognised as Speci

Bi odiversity under Section 41 (England) and Section 42 (V

( NERC) Act (2006), the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act

(Northern Ireland) 2011.
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